
Accelerated Program Parent Letter 

 

 
 Conway Middle School  

1104 Elm St. Conway, SC 29526  

August 13, 2018  

 

Dear Parent(s)/ Guardian(s), 

 

Thank you for your interest in the accelerated program at our school. As you are aware, your 

child has been screened previously for the gifted and talented program in accordance with the 

criteria established by the state of South Carolina. According to State Policy, Horry County 

School District reviews data from three dimensions (achievement, aptitude and/or performance) 

through assessments administered over a period of time. If a child is a rising fifth grader or 

above, then grade point average is considered as part of the performance dimension. The scores 

from these tests/grades are used to determine eligibility for state identification as an 

academically gifted student. A student is eligible if he/she scores at the 96%ile or above in 

aptitude or he/she achieves qualifying scores on two of the three dimensions.   

 

In our middle schools, students may have the option of participating in an accelerated program of 

study in English/Language Arts and Mathematics based upon state identification of gifted along 

with meeting specific district criteria for placement. This program of study accelerates the 

content of ELA and mathematics by one or more years and may be faster paced and use more 

complex texts than an Honors course of study. Additionally, your child may have the opportunity 

to earn high-school credits by taking Algebra I Honors, Geometry Honors, or English I Honors 

as a part of this accelerated program of study. 

 

It is important to note that accelerated courses for which students may earn high school credits 

are subject to the South Carolina Uniform Grading Policy.  Therefore, please consider the 

following points: 

● Students who are enrolled in courses requiring state end-of-course examinations must take 

the examination (Algebra I, English I). 

● The final grade in the class will be included in computations to determine your child’s 

grade point ratio (GPR) and class rank at the high school which he or she will attend.   

● “A student who has taken a course for a unit of high school credit prior to his or her ninth 

grade year may retake that course regardless of the grade he or she has earned.”  

● “A student who retakes a high school credit course from middle school must complete it 

before the beginning of the second year of high school. A student in grades nine through 

twelve, must retake a course by the end of the next school year or before the next sequential 

course (whichever comes first). In such a case, only the highest grade will be used in 

figuring the student’s GPA, however, both courses will remain on the student’s official 

transcript.  The student may not retake the course if the course being replaced has been 

used as a prerequisite for enrollment in a subsequent course; i.e., a student may not retake 
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Algebra 1 after having earned credit for a higher level mathematics course (Geometry, 

Algebra 2).”  
 

The expectation for students participating in an accelerated program of study during middle 

school is that they will complete advanced coursework at the high school level, including Honors 

and Advanced Placement. Please refer to the sample course progressions attached to this letter. 

 

Please keep in mind that South Carolina requires specific interventions before a student can be 

removed from a special class model in the academically gifted and talented program, including 

conferences, general counseling with the school’s guidance counselor, and specific strategies for 

supporting and improving student performance implemented by student, parent(s), and 

teacher(s).  Therefore, we ask that you carefully consider the academic strengths and needs of 

your child as you make selections for the areas of academically gifted service for the 2018-19 

school year. 

 

Your signatures on the attached 2018-19 High School Credit Placement for Middle School—

Agreement Letter indicate that you and your child are aware of the increased rigor and depth 

that the accelerated program presents for students, as well as the implications of high-school 

credit courses at the middle school level, and you accept the challenge of this placement.   

 

We look forward to working with your child this year.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if we 

may be of any assistance.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

         

Principal  

Revised on 7/9/2018 

 

 

 

Attachments: 2018-19 HS Credit Placement for Middle School—Agreement Letter; Honors and 

Accelerated Course Progressions 

 


